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Body Donor Program

The body donor program (BDP) is coordinated 
under the Discipline of Clinical Anatomy, 
School of Laboratory Medicine & Medical 
Sciences, College of Health Sciences. In 
accordance with the National Health Act 61 0f 
2003, to advance medical education, training 
and research.

Registration to be a body donor

• 

•

• 

•

•

Contact the BDP coordinator for   
information and clarity. 
Read and understand all the information   
with regards to body donation.
Inform your next of kin of your decision to  
donate your body upon death. 
It is advised to inform the whole family,   
your  spiritual leader, your medical doctor,  
your attorney, old age home etc. so that  
there are familiar with your wishes and they  
honor them.
Complete the BDP registration/consent  
form and send completed forms with 
certified identity document to BDP 
coordinator and make a copy for your own  
records.

For more information about the 
body donor program contact us.
Website: http://clanatomy.ukzn.ac.za

http://clanatomy.ukzn.ac.za/BecomeaBodyDonor.aspx


You may also donate your body to 
our institution though a will or codicil 
signed in the presence of two competent 
witnesses. The will or codicil must contain 
the following provision: “Upon my death 
I give informed consent to the use of my 
body by Clinical Anatomy of the School of 
Laboratory Medicine and Medical Sciences 
of the College of health Sciences, University 
of KwaZulu-Natal for the sole purpose of 
teaching, training and advancing medical 
science through research in accordance 
with the National Act 61 of 2003”

Exclusion criteria

• Unnatural death e.g. ballistic trauma, any  
  major trauma.
• Suicide or any criminal causes of death.
• Persons whose cause of death was:   
  smallpox, anthrax or viral hemorrhagic fever. 
• Having gone post mortem examination.
• Death occuring during or immediately after  
   major surgery.
• Outside KwaZulu-Natal.

NB: Each donation is viewed in a case by case 
basis.

* The BDP understands that to arrive at a 
decision to donate your body upon death for 
the benefit of future health professionals is 
a great gesture to the community at large, 
hence the BDP is grateful for such a decision

Coordinators:
Dr Pamela Pillay
031 260 7789
Dr Brenda De Gama
031 260 7439
Mr Celumusa Mbokazi
031 260 7388 / 061 859 6220
(08H00-16H30) working hours
Email: bodydonation@ukzn.ac.za

ISIPINGO FUNERAL SERVICES
Tel: 031 902 2444 (24hrs)  
Email: admin@ifszn.co.za

FREQUENTLY ASKED 
QUESTIONS
Is there remuneration for human 
body donation?

No. There is no monetary gain for either the 
donor or the BDP for donated bodies. The 
running costs inherited by the BDP are paid 
for by the University.

Can my Next of kin donate my 
body on my behalf upon my 
death?

Yes, the BDP may accept donation of a 
deceased from a senior most available next 
of kin. The next of kin must contact the BDP 
coordinator within 48hours upon death and 
complete the applicable consent form and 
affidavit and thereafter the body will be 
transported to our facilities for inspection 
before acceptance.

What are donated bodies used 
for?

Donated bodies are used for anatomical 
examination by medical students and other 
health allied disciplines. Furthermore, bodies 
are used in surgical sumulation workshops 
to train and introduce innovative surgical 
procedures to health practitioners. 
NB: Any research that will be conducted on 
donated cadavers has to be approved by 
the University of KwaZulu-Natal, Biomedical 
Research Ethics Committee (BREC) excluding 
pilot studies. All visuals or graphic images 
produced will not reveal identity of the donor.

mailto:admin@ifszn.co.za


Transportation of body to Nelson R 
Mandela Medical School

The University, at its own expense, will be 
responsible for the transporation costs of 
donated bodies to the Medical School. The 
University is only able to accept bodies within 
KwaZulu-Natal province. 

The University appointed Funeral service 
provider will assist donors with inquiring 
necessary documents i.e. death certificate, 
burial orders, with consent from the next of 
kin for death that occurred within Durban. 
Body donors who live outside of Durban will 
be required to meet the costs to acquire the 
forementioned documents. 

Donors who have funeral policies, must 
instruct their funeral policy administrators 
of their wishes to donate their body to the 
university and there can use a funeral services 
provider of their own choice for transportation 
of their body to the Medical School at their 
own expense.

Should death occur during a weekend or after 
hours, the next of kin must contact Isipingo 
Funeral Service if they reside in Durban or 
contact the undertaker of their choice, to 
collect the deceased body and to stored at a 
reputable mortuary until  the University opens 
for business. The South African Police Services 
also needs to be notified.

Procedure to be followed on death

In a case of death, the University must 
immediately be notified (telephonically) of 
the time, place and cause of death so that the 
University can make necessary arrangements.

Contact number: 031 260 7388 (during office 
hours) Cell no.: 061 859 6220.

The University must also notify the Inspector 
of Anatomy (Department of Health) of the 
death of the body donor, in writing with 
24 hours following death. The University 
accepts responsibility to notify the Inspector 
of Anatomy, but requires the death certificate 
of the deceased. Therefore it is important 
that the deceased death must be registered 
as soon as possible with Home Affairs 
department and relevent documentation 
provided to the University.

The University is regulated by rules regulating 
the management of human remains in 
accepting donated bodies. Even though 
the donor’s body has been registered to be 
donated the University, it may not be possible 
to accept bodies in which death occurred 
as stated in exclusion criteria. The Clinical 
Anatomy department will inspect the body 
of the donor to determine whether the body 
is suitable for medical education, science and 
research. If a body is deemed to be unsuitable 
and cannot be accepted, the next of kin will 
be informed of the fact and body be returned 
to them.

FREQUENTLY ASKED 
QUESTIONS
How long is my body going to be 
kept in the University and are all 
my remains going to be dipsosed 
together?

Cadavers are utilized for up to 3 years. If you 
indicate in the form for the University to use 
your body for a indefinite period, the body 
is used thoroughly and helps the University 
to plan for future research endavours and 
produce prosected examination specimens 
After completion of all processes the 
whole body is kept together and is buried 
or cremated. However body fluids, blood, 
bone, fat and fascia removed during routine 
dissection and surgical training is disposed 
of through a university registered medical 
waste disposal company.

Commemoratins and Memorial 
Services?

The Discipline of Clinical Anatomy hosts 
an annual dedication ceremony to show 
gratitude and recognize the significant 
and often difficult decision donor’s families 
have made in carrying through with their 
loved ones wishes. During this event the 
inspector of anatomy confirms and signs 
off to acknowledge the notice of cremation 
and burial of body donors. The University 
community and the public are invited. 
Thereafter, the body is sent for cremation or 
burial. Ashes are only returned if a request 
was made on the registration/consent forms 
following cremation.


